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We are creating a world that all may enter without privilege or prejudice
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Habermas's argument is based on a notion of publicness which is
essentially spatial and dialogical in character: it is the traditional publicness
of co-presence, in which publicness is linked to the conduct of dialogue in a
shared locale.

(FRE8)

it could still be applied with some degree of plausibility to the salons and



coffee-houses of early modern Europe. But in adhering to this traditional
notion of publicness, Habermas has deprived himself of the means of
understanding the new kind of publicness created by mass communication.
The media have created a new kind of public sphere which is de-spatialized
and non-dialogical in character: it is divorced from the idea of dialogical
conversation in a shared locale and is potentially global in scope.
(Thompson 1994: 41-2)
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The basis of this reconstitution is that, with the development of mass
communication, the publicness (or visibility) of actions or events is no longer
linked to the sharing of a common locale, and hence actions or events can
acquire a publicness which is independent of their capacity to be seen or
heard directly by a plurality of co-present individuals. The development of
mass communication has thus created new forms of mediated publicness.
(Thompson 1994: 39)
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